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Starting a CASA Conversation: Grief & Loss 

 Simply by virtue of coming into foster care, every child or youth-and his 

family is experiencing grief and loss. Often what can be a “normal” re-

sponse to grief is treated by professionals as a much more serious mental 

health issue.  

One of the biggest gifts you can give to a child is to allow them to 

acknowledge and be able to share their feelings of grief. You can give the 

gift of taking the time to truly and authentically listen to a child. For a 

child, telling the story of what was lost, from 

their perspective, can be one of the most 

healing interventions they can receive.  

Read more at Grief and Loss 

This Is How You End the Foster Care to Prison Pipeline 

Appears in Bridging the Opportunity Divide by Chris Peak on March 16, 2016 
 

Almost half of all foster care youth end up in jail 

within two years of aging out of the system. 

First Place for Youth has figured out a housing 

and support strategy to keep these young 

adults out from behind bars and living on their 

own.   Foster Care to Prison Pipeline 

Implementation Of Senate Bill (SB) 484                                                 

The Use Of Psychotropic Medications By 

Foster Youth Residing In Group Home 

Placements  

SB 484 requires the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) to 

develop measures to identify group homes with levels of psychotropic med-

ication usage warranting further review and address psychotropic medica-

tion concerns with those identified facilities as appropriate. The bill also 

adds recordkeeping requirements for facilities serving foster children who 

are prescribed psychotropic medications.  

       READ MORE SB 484 
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