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CALIFORNIA’S PARTIAL CREDIT MODEL POLICY
IMPROVING THE EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES OF

FOSTER YOUTH
AN IMPLEMENTATION MANUAL FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND CHILD WELFARE
AGENCIES

Melissa (not her real name) is a 10th grader who dreams
of attending UCLA and becoming an astronomer. She has
lived in multiple foster and group homes throughout her
time in foster care. As a result, Melissa attended 3
different high schools in 9th grade alone.
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When Melissa’s school records were collected, her social worker realized that despite
passing most of her classes, Melissa was 30 credits off-track for high school gradua-
tion.Melissa’s schools never issued her partial credits when she transferred mid-
semester. As a result, Melissa became increasingly discouraged with school and consid-
ered dropping out. When her social worker contacted Melissa’s previous schools, the reg-
istrars and counselors stated they could not calculate, award, or accept partial credits
because none had a school district policy allowing them to do so. Her social worker and
AB 490 Education Liaisons worked with the school counselors and registrars by providing
them the partial credit model policy and guidance on how to issue and accept partial
credits. Melissa was eventually awarded an additional 25 partial credits.Today, Melissa is
only 5 credits off-track for high school graduation and is working to make them up so she
can fulfill her dreams of going to UCLA.
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1'm not telling
you 1t 1s going to
be easy, i'm
telling you it’s
going to be
worth it.

Classes forming nowvw.
\ Call Sheryn at /
~ 707-489-5346.
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Soclal workers in county child welfare Once a report is received, it is reviewed by Reporters are protected under California’s
agencles or for State Adoptions a staff member to determine if it mests the Whistleblower laws { California Labor Code
XN\ District Officas criteria then a raview of the report will be Section 1102.5) when making a disclosure XN\
ust initiated. After Initial Investigation, COSS ahout viokations or conceming practices Y
1 WHAT TYPES OF REPORTS CAN will determine how to proceed based on the in the workplace. Resources on reporting .
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or mll-balrlgrgjgcmfarﬁlﬂnglﬂg:a reported WILL MY CONFIDENTIALITY BE For more information or to discuss possible
. PROTECTED? Concems, you may also consult your local
HOW CAN | REPORT A CONCERN The CDSS will not disclosa reporter identity, o
ABOUT A POLICY, PROCEDURE but it should be noted that the details and
OR PRACTICE ":‘ A COUNTY? ! nature of the report may make it possible
b for county leadership to infer the source
Reports of concerns can be made by either of the report. Again, these reporters ara
calling the hotline at 1-844-796-6253 or via provided protection under California
the AB 1978 Hotline websit at Whistleblower laws.
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{_\ b YYou can contact the AB 1978 Hotline through the toll free 1-844-796-6283, or for administrative \’:- LV
» ) Y} ‘ questions, you can contact the Outcomes and Accountability Bureau at (916) 651-8099 and ask to r - *:‘ ‘
F AN speak to someone regarding the AB 1978 Hotline. For additional information on the hotline, please ' AV A
i see our website at http://www.childsworld.ca.gov/PG4844.htm. )
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You shop. Amazon gives.
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Make 'your AMAZON
purchases through AMAZON SMILE
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and earn money for CASA
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Please direct any questions, comments, or unsubscribe requests to casamc@pacific.net or call 707-463-6503.
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A brain scan study pinpoints the changes associated with child abuse that
may raise people's risk of depression, PTSD and addictions later in life.
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